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Language Communication of Malaysian Chinese-Language Newspapers and the Mechanisms of
Constructing the Chinese Cultural Community
Tian Xiuhua
School of Marxism, Guizhou Medical University, Guiyang 561113, Guizhou, China
Abstract:In Malaysia’s multiethnic and multilingual social context, language functions not merely as a communicative
instrument but as a key cultural resource embedded in processes of collective identification and cultural belonging. Although
certain community-based languages occupy a non-dominant position within the national public language regime, they have
maintained sustained social visibility through specific media domains. As an enduring form of community-oriented print media,
vernacular-language newspapers rely on stable publishing institutions and standardized written language practices, enabling
these languages to acquire a normalized presence in public communication and to accumulate cultural and symbolic
significance over time.Through repeated and institutionalized media use, language is transformed from an individual-level
communicative tool into a shared medium with public attributes, actively participating in the formation of collective cultural
imagination. In particular, when embedded in everyday reading practices, vernacular newspapers generate cultural
identification and a sense of group belonging through frequent, routine, and low-intensity language exposure. From this
perspective, the formation and continuity of cultural communities are less the result of explicit ideological mobilization or
grand narratives than of the ongoing reproduction of language experience within everyday media structures.
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