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The Dissemination of Beauty: A Preliminary Study on the Translation and Publication of The Path of Beauty
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Abstract: Since its first publication in 1981, The Path of Beauty has been popular with Chinese readers, and has been
translated into English, Korean and German. The three translated versions were all published and distributed overseas at least
30 years ago. However, in stark contrast with the enduring popularity and widely recognized classic status of the book in China,
there is almost no research on its overseas translation, publication or dissemination. This article offers a detailed introduction on
the overseas publication, library collection and readers’ evaluation of the translations in three languages. It then points out that
it is a pity that no translation activities have been carried out in the past two decades about this Chinese classic. Suggests are
then put forward that work should be done to restart translation activities of the book and carry out research on its different
translated versions to accumulate experience for the future translation, publication and studies on Chinese aesthetics and arts.
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